Intraoperative hyperthermia in a paediatric patient with cystinosis.
Cystinosis is a rare autosomal recessive inherited disorder of amino acid metabolism. Little is known of the affects of general anaesthesia on the disease (Tobias 1993) and complications relating to anaesthesia have not been previously reported. Infantile cystinosis presents as progressive renal failure and the Fanconi syndrome and metabolic bone disease often develop. We describe the case of a child who presented with signs of apparent malignant hyperthermia (MH) under general anaesthesia and was treated with dantrolene. During a repeat 'trigger-free' general anaesthetic he developed a fever which responded to paracetamol. The metabolic effects of cystinosis and its similarity to MH will be discussed.